Chapter 1

Health and Sanitation

8-1-1 Rules and Regulaions

8-1-2 Hedlth Nuisances, Abatement of

8-1-3 Deposit of Deleterious Substances Prohibited

8-1-4 Destruction of Noxious Weeds

8-1-5 Regulaion of Naturd Lawns

8-1-6 Regulation of Length of Lawn and Grasses

8-1-7 Compulsory Connection to Village Sewer System
Sec. 8-1-1 Rules and Regulations.

TheVillage Board, acting as Board of Health, may make reasonable and genera rulesfor the enforcement
of the provisonsof this Chapter and for the prevention of the creation of hedlth nuisancesand the protection
of the public health and welfare and may, where appropriate, require the issuance of licenses and permits.
All such regulaions shdl have the same effect as ordinances, and any person violating any of such
regulaions and any lawful order of the Board shdl be subject to the generd pendty provided for in this
Code.

Sec. 8-1-2 Health Nuisances; Abatement of.

a) Defined. A hedth nuisanceisany source of filth or cause of Sckness

b) Duty to Abate. The Board of Hedlth shdl abate health nuisances pursuant to Sec. 254.59, Wis.
Stats., which is adopted by reference and made a part of this Section.

State Law Reference: Sec. 254.59, Wis. Stats. (Rev. 97-7-3)

Sec. 8-1-3 Deposit of Deleterious Substances Prohibited.
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No person shdl deposit or cause to be deposited in any public street or on any public ground or on any
private property not his or her own any refuse, garbage, litter, waste materia or liquid or any other
objectionable materid or liquid. When any such materia is placed on the person's own private property, it
shall be properly enclosed and covered so as to prevent the same from becoming a public nuisance.

Sec. 8-1-4 Destruction of Noxious Weeds.

a) The Village Clerk-Treasurer shdl annudly on or before May 15th publish asrequired by state law a
noticethat every personisrequired by law to destroy dl noxiousweedsonlandsinthe Villagewhichhe
or she owns, occupies or controls. A joint notice with other towns or municipalities may be utilized.

b) If the owner or occupant shal neglect to destroy any weeds as required by such notice, then the Weed
Commissioner of the Village shdl givefive (5) dayswritten notice by mail to the owner or occupant of
any lands upon which the weeds shdl be growing to the effect that the said Weed Commissioner after
the expiration of thefive (5) day period will proceed to destroy or causeto be destroyed al such weeds
growing upon said lands and that the cost thereof will be assessed as atax upon the lands upon which
such weeds are located under the provisions of Sec. 66.96 of the Wisconsn Statutes. In case the
owner or occupant shal further neglect to comply within such five (5) day notice, then the Weed
Commissioner shdl destroy such weedsor cause them to be destroyed in the manner deemed to bethe
most economica method and the expense thereof, including the cost of billing and other necessary
adminigtrative expenses, shdl be charged againgt such lots and be collected as a specid tax thereon.

c) Asprovided for in Sec. 66.96(2), Wis. Stats., the Village shal require that al noxious weeds shdl be
destroyed prior to thetime in which such plantswould matureto the bloom or flower state. Thegrowth
of noxious weeds in excess of eight (8) inches in height from the ground surface shdl be prohibited
withinthe Village corporatelimits. Noxiousweeds shdl include any weed, grassor smilar plant growth
which, if alowed to pollinate, would cause or produce hayfever in human beings or would causeaskin
rash through contact with the skin. Noxious weeds, as defined in this Section and in Section 8-1-6,
shdl include but not be limited to the following:

Cirdum Arvense (Canada Thistle)

Ambroga artemidifolia (Common Ragweed)
Ambrosatrifida (Great Ragweed)

Euphorbia esula (Leafy Spurge)

Convolvulus arvenss (Cregping Jenny) (Field Bind Weed)
Tragopogon dubius (Goat's Beard)

Rhus radicans (Poison Ivy)

Cirdum vulgaries (Bull Thistle)

Padtinaca sativa (Wild Parsnip)

Arctium minus (Burdock)

Xanthium strumarium (Cocklebur)
Amaranthus retroflexus (Pigweed)
Chenopodium abum (Common Lambsguarter)
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Rumex Crispus (Curled Dock)
Cannabis sativa (Hemp)
Pantago lancdlata (English Plantain)

Noxious grasses, as defined in this Section and in Section 8-1-7, shall include but not be limited to the
fallowing:

Agrostia aba (Redtop)
Sorghum halepense (Johnson)
Setaria (Foxtall)

Noxious weeds are dso the following plants and other rank growth:

Ragweed

Thigles

Smartweed

Danddions (over 12 inchesin height)
Milkweed (over 12 inchesin height)

State Law Reference: Sec. 66.96, Wis. Stats.

Sec. 8-1-5 Regulation of Natural Lawns.

a)

b)

Natural Lawns Defined. Naturd lawn asused in this Section shdl include common speciesof grass
and wild flowers native to North Americawhich are designed and purposaly cultivated to exceed eight
(8) inchesin height from theground. Specificaly excluded in natural lawns are the noxious grasses and
weeds identified in Section 8-1-4 of this Chapter. The growth of anatura lawn in excess of eight (8)
inchesin height from the ground surface shdl be prohibited within the Village corporate limitsunless a
Natural Lawvn Management Plan is approved and a permit isissued by the Village as set forth in this
Section. Naturd lawns shal not contain litter or debris and shdl not harbor undesirable wildlife.
Naturd lawns of perennid plants are dlowed on lots with exceptionaly steep grades without apermit
under this Section.

Natural Lawn Management Plan Defined.

1) Natura Lawn Management Plan as used in this Section shal mean a written plan relating to the
management and maintenance of alawn which contains alega description of lawn upon which the
planted grasswill exceed eight (8) inchesin length, astatement of intent and purposefor thelawn, a
detailed description of the vegetationd types, plantsand plant succession involved, and the specific
management and maintenance techniques to be employed.
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2) Property ownerswho wish to plant and cultivate anatural lawn must submit their written plan and
related information on the form provided by the Village. "Property Owner" shal be defined to
indude the legd title holder and/or the beneficid owner of any such lot according to most current
Villagerecords. Naturd Lawn Management Plansshal only indicate the planting and cultivating of
natura lawnson property legally owned by the property owner. Applicantsare strictly prohibited
from developing anaturd lawn on any Village-owned property including street rights-of-way. This
shal include a aminimum property located between the sdewak and the street or astrip not less
than ten (10) feet adjacent to the street where thereisno sdewak whether the areaisunder public
or private ownership. In addition, natural lawns shdl not be permitted within ten (10) feet of the
abutting property owner's property unlesswaived in writing by the abutting property owner onthe
gde 0 affected. Such waiver isto be affixed to the Natural Lawn Management Plan.

3) Any subsequent property owner who abuts an gpproved natura lawvn may revoke the waiver
thereby requiring the owner of the natura lawn to remove the naturd lawn that islocated intheten
(10) foot section abutting the neighboring property owner. Such revocation shal be put inwriting
and presented to the Village Clerk-Treasurer by the subsequent abutting property owner. Upon
receiving the written request to revokethe origind waiver, the Village Board shdl contact the owner
of the approved naturd lawn and direct the owner to remove the natural lawn located in the ten
(10) foot section abutting the neighboring property owner. The Village Board shdl revise the
approved Naturd Lawn Management Permit accordingly. Theowner of the gpproved naturd lawn
shdll be required to remove theten (10) foot section abutting the neighboring property owner within
twenty (20) days of receipt of the written notification from the Village provided the natification is
received sometime between May 1 and November 1. Property owners who receive notification
from the Village between November 1 and April 30 shal be required to remove the (10) foot
section abutting the neighboring property owner no later than May 20 following receipt of the
notification.

c) Application Process.

1) Property ownersinterested in applying for permission to establish anaturad lawn shal obtain and
complete an agpplication form available from the Village Clerk-Treasurer. The completed
goplication shdl include a Naturd Lawn management Plan.  Upon submitting a completed
gpplication, a Twenty-five Dollar ($25.00) non-refundablefiling feewill be assessed by the Village.

Upon receiving payment, copies of the completed application shall bemailed by the Villageto each
of the owners of record, as listed in the Office of the Village Assessor, who are owners of the
property Stuated wholly or in part within three hundred (300) feet of the boundaries of the
properties for which the gpplication is made. If within fifteen (15) cdendar days of mailing the
copies of the complete application to the neighboring property ownersthe Village receives written
objections from fifty-one percent (51%) or more of the neighboring property owners, the Village
Clerk-Treasurer shdl immediately deny the gpplication. Neighboring property owners shdl be
defined as dl those property owners who are located within three hundred (300) feet of the
proposed natura lawn Site.
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d)

o)

2) If the property owner's gpplication isin full compliance with the Natural Lawn Management Plan
requirements and less than fifty-one percent (51%) of the neighboring property owners provide
written objections, the Village Clerk-Treasurer shall issue permission to ingal anaturd lawn.

Application For Appeal. The property owner may apped the Village Clerk-Treasurer'sdecison to

deny the natura lawn permit request to the Village Board a an open meeting. All gpplications for

gpped shdl be submitted within fifteen (15) calendar days of the notice of denid of the Naturd Lawn

Management Plan. The decison rendered by the Village Board shdl be find and binding.

Safety Precautions For Natural Grass Areas.

1) When, in the opinion of the Fire Chief of the Department sarving the Village of Bdleville, the
presence of a natural lawn may condtitute a fire or safety hazard due to weether and/or other
conditions, the Fire Chief may order the cutting of natural lawnsto asafe condition. Asacondition
of recaiving approva of the naturd lawn permit, the property owner shdl be required to cut the
natura lawn within the three (3) days upon receiving written direction from the Fire Chief.

2) Naturd lawns shdl not be removed through the process of burning unless stated and approved as
one of the management and maintenance techniques in the Naturad Lawn Management Plan. The
Fire Chief shdl review dl requests to burn naturd lawns and shdl determine if circumstances are
correct and all applicable requirements have beenfulfilled toinsure public ssfety. Burning of naturdl
lawns shdl be drictly prohibited unlessawritten permit to burnisissued by the Fire Chief. TheFire
Chief shall establish awritten list of requirementsfor considering each request to burn naturd lavns
thereby insuring the public safety. In addition, the property owner requesting permissionto burnthe
naturd lawn shal produce evidence of property damageand ligbility insuranceidentifying the Village
asaparty insured. A minimum amount of acceptable insurance shdl be Three Hundred Thousand
Dollars ($300,000.00).

Revocation Of An Approved Natural Lawn Management Plan Permit. The Village President,

upon the recommendeation of the Weed Commissoner, shdl havethe authority to revoke an gpproved

Natura Lawn Management Plan Permit if the owner failsto maintain the natura lawn or comply withthe

provisonsset forthin this Section. Notice of intent to revoke an gpproved Natura Lawn Management

Plan Permit shal be gppedable to the Village Board. All applications for apped shal be submitted

within fifteen (15) caendar days of receipt of the written Notice of Intent to revoke the approved

Naturd Lawn Management Plan. Failuretofilean application for apped withinthefifteen (15) cdendar

daysshdl result in therevoking of the Natural Lawn Management Plan Permit. All written gpplications

for apped filed within thefifteen (15) caendar day requirement shall bereviewed by the Village Board
in an open meeting. The decison rendered by the Village Board shdl be finad and binding.

Public Nuisance Defined—Abatement After Notice.

1) Thegrowth of anaturd lawn as defined in this Section shall be congdered apublic nuisance unless
a Naturd Lawn Management Plan has been filed and approved and a permit is issued by the
Village as st forth in this Section. Violators shall be served with a notice of public nuisance by
certified mall to the last-known mailing address of the property owner.
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h)

2) If the person so served with anatice of public nuisance violation does not abate the nuisancewithin
ten (10) days, the Enforcement Officer may proceed to abate such nuisance, keeping an account of
the expense of the abatement, and such expense shdl be charged to and paid by such property
owner. Notice of the bill for abatement of the public nuisance shdl be mailed to the owner of the
premisesand shdl be payablewithin ten (10) calendar daysfrom receipt thereof. Within sixty (60)
days after such cogts and expenses are incurred and remain unpaid, the Village Clerk- Treasurer
shall enter those charges onto the tax roll as a specid tax as provided by State statute.

3) Thefalure of the Village Clerk-Treasurer to record such claim or to mail such notice or thefailure
of the owner to receive such notice shdl not affect theright to placethe Village expense on the tax
rolls for unpaid bills for abating the public nuisance as provided for in this Section.

Penalty.

1) Any person, firm or corporation which does not abate the nuisance within the required timeperiod
or who otherwise violatesthe provisons of this Section shall be subject to the generd pendty found
in Section 1-1-6.

2) Inaddition to any pendties herein provided, the Village may issue stop work orders upon owners
of lots where work is unfinished under a previoudy issued building permit for any violation of this
Section.

Sec. 8-1-6 Regulation of Length of Lawn and Grasses.

a)

b)

Purpose. This Section is adopted due to the unique nature of the problems associated with lawns,
grasses and noxious weeds being alowed to grow to excessve length in the Village of Bdleville.
Public Nuisance Declared. The Village Board findsthat lawns, grasses and noxious weeds on norr
agricultura, non-conservancy lotsor parcesof land, as classified under the Village Zoning Code, within
the Village of Beleville which exceed eight (8) inchesin length adversdy affect the public health and
safety of the publicinthat they tend to emit pollen and other discomforting bitsof plants, condtitute afire
hazard and a safety hazard in that debris can be hidden in the grass, interferes with the public
convenience and adversdly affectsproperty vauesof other land withinthe Village. For that reason, any
non-agricultura lawn, grass or weed on alot or other parce of land which exceedseight (8) inchesin
length ishereby declared to be apublic nuisance, except for property located in adesignated floodplain
areaand/or wetland areaor wherethelawn, grassor weed is part of anatural lawn approved pursuant
to Section 8-1-5 above.

Nuisances Prohibited. No person, firm or corporation shdl permit any public nuisance asdefinedin
Subsection (b) above to remain on any premises owned or controlled by him or her within the Village.
Inspection. The Weed Commissioner or hisor her designee shal ingpect or causeto beinspected dl
premises and places within the Village to determine whether any public nuisance as defined in
Subsection (b) above exigts.

Abatement of Nuisance.
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1) If the Weed Commissoner shdl determine with reasonable certainty that any public nuisance as
defined in Subsection (b) above exigs, heor sheshdl immediately causewritten noticeto be served
that the Village proposes to have the ot grass or lawn cut so as to conform with this Section and
Section 8-1-5.

2) Thenotice shal bemailed or served owner of thelot or parcd of land or, if he or sheisnot known
and there is a tenant occupying the property, then to the tenant, at least five (5) days before the
grass or lavn will be cut. (Rev 97-7-3)

f) DueProcess Hearing. If the owner believesthat hisor her grasses or weeds are not anuisance, he
or she may request ahearing before the Board of Appeals. Therequest for said hearing must be made
in writing to the Village Clerk-Tressurer's office within the five (5) days set forth in the Weed
Commissioner's notice. Upon application for the hearing, the property owner must deposit a $25.00
bond. If adecison is rendered in the property owner's favor, the $25.00 will be returned to the
property owner. |f the property owner fails to gppear for the hearing or if the decision is rendered
againg the property owner, the deposit shdl be forfeited and applied to the cost of Village personnel
abating the nuisance, if necessary. When ahearing isregquested by the owner of the property, ahearing
by the Board of Apped s shal be held within seven (7) daysfrom the date of the owner'srequest. The
property in question will not be mowed by the Village until such timeasthe hearing isheld by the Board
of Appedls. At the hearing, the owner may appear in person or by his or her attorney, may present
witnessesin hisor her own behaf and may cross-examinewitnesses presented by the Villageaswel as
subpoena witnesses for his or her own case. At the close of the hearing, the Board of Appeds shal
makeits determination in writing specifying itsfindings, facts, and conclusons. If the Board of Appedls
determinesthat a public nuisance did exist, the Board of Apped s shall order the Weed Commissioner
to mow the property in question unless the property has been mowed by the owner within forty-eght
(48) hours of the Board of Appedls decison. If the owner does not abate the nuisance within the
described forty-eight (48) hours, the Weed Commissioner shal cause the samenuisance to be abated
and cost in excess of the forfeited fee assessed accordingly.

g Village'sOption To AbateNuisance. Inany casewheretheowner, occupant or person in charge of
the property shdl fail to cut hisor her lawn, grass or weeds as st forth above, then, and in that event,
the Village may dect to cut said lawn, grass or weeds as follows:

1) Thewritten notice required in Subsection () shal inform said person that in the event of hisor her
failureto abate the nuisance within the prescribed time, the Village shall abate the same and the cost
thereof shall be assessed to the property owner as a specid charge.

2) TheVillage shdl cut or causeto be cut dl grass and weeds from the subject's property and shdl
charge the expenses of so doing at a rate as established by resolution by the Village Board. The
charges shdl be st forth in a statement to the Village Clerk-Treasurer who, in turn, shdl mail the
same to the owner, occupant or person in charge of the subject premises. If said statement isnot
pad in full within thirty (30) days thereafter, the Village Clerk- Treasurer shal enter the chargesin
the tax roll as a specia tax againgt said lot or parcel of land, and the same shal be collected in dl
respects like other taxes upon real estate, or as provided under Sec. 66.615(3)(f), Wis. Stats.
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h)

Forfeiture. In addition to the abatement procedures set forth above, any owner, occupant or
person in charge of property who permits his or her lawn, grass or weeds to create a public
nuisance under Section 8- 1-6(b) shal be subject to the generd pendty provided for in thisCode. Each
day a public nuisance under this Section continues shal congtitute a separate offense.(Rev. 97-7-3)

Sec. 8-1-7 Compulsory Connection to Village Sewer System.

a)

b)

c)
d)

Whenever public sewer service has become available to any building used for human habitation or
human occupancy, the Village Board shdl notify in writing the owner, agent or occupant thereof to
connect such facilities thereto. If such persons to whom the notice has been given shdl fail to comply
for more than ten (10) days after notice, the Village Board shal cause the necessary connectionsto be
made and the expenses thereof to be assessed as a pecid tax againgt the property pursuant to Sec.
144.06, Wis. Stats.

The Village Board may extend the time for connection hereunder or may grant other temporary relief
where grict enforcement would work an unnecessary hardship without corresponding public or private
benefit.

This Section is enacted pursuant to Sec. 144.06, Wis. Stats.

After connection to a public sewer, no privy, privy vault, private septic systems or cesspool shal be
congtructed or maintained upon such lot or parcel. After such connection, any existing privy, privy
vault, private septic system or cesspool shall befilled or removed.
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