
Village of Belleville 
Minutes - Fundraising Committee Training 
September 23, 2010, 7:00 p.m., Village Hall 

 
 
Members present: Rick Francois, Herb Blaser, Lena Funseth, Laurine Lusk. Also present: Bob 
Sorge and Becky Olson 
 
Members absent: Joe Donlin, Mike O’Connor, Brad Peterson, Tim Scott, Deb Watterson, Mark 
Dyrhaug  
 
1. Donor Recognition: 

a. Thank You cards: Lena reported on cost and a decision was made to print 200 now. 
b. Publicizing List of Contributors: Lena spoke with Jerry Butts and a kiosk is available at no 

cost to display contributor names and current fundraising status in the park.  Contributors 
may also be displayed at Village Hall.   

c. Sign and/or Bricks: A decision was made to create a permanent method of recognizing 
contributors.  Now fundraisers can tell potential contributors that permanent recognition will 
be made.  Members are gathering information about using bricks with contributor names.  
Size of donation would be indicated by size and location of the brick.  Brick patio would be 
located in the park, near the beginning of the berm.  After design ideas and costs are 
gathered, the Village Board will be asked for final okay.   
• Lena will get cost of bricks having names imprinted. 
• Rick will get cost from local landscaper for bricks and labor. 
• Becky will get cost of ironwork that may be used in a sign.  

 
2.  Fundraising Materials: 

a. Contribution Form: The updated draft contribution form was reviewed.  This form is more 
explanatory than the tear-off that can be detached from the larger flier and will work best 
when making visits to potential donors.  Bob will email the final contribution form and the 
electronic fund transfer form to members who will be visiting potential donors.  

b.  Smaller Flier: This version was printed for the Community Picnic and approximately 700 
copies are remaining.  Members visiting potential donors will share the smaller flier until 
the expanded version is printed and will explain to potential donors that changes to the 
priority list are being considered.   

c. Expanded Flier: Bob shared the latest version and members provided suggestions for edits.  
It was agreed that the flier will not emphasize the restoration projects in the priority order 
for completing them, because the order may change.  Fundraisers will be prepared to 
provide accurate information as more is learned about changes (if any) to the priority order.  

• All members are asked to review the Sept 23 - DRAFT flier and provide edits to 
Bob ASAP - see attached. 

• Terry or Laurine will contact Tim to check whether he wishes to be listed as a 
member.  

d. Thermometer: Rick will contact April because she may be working on a Carp-sign for UFO 
days and we need to coordinate April’s UFO Days planning with fundraising efforts, 
including letting April know that fundraising will have a float in the parade. 

e. Question & Answer: Recent concerns raised in the community and at Village Board 
meetings highlighted the need to get accurate information to the public, in order to positively 



impact fundraising.  As soon as answers can be obtained for the engineers, the fundraising 
committee will mail the Q & A document to area residents.  Becky will work with engineers 
to facilitate the fastest possible turnaround.   

 
3.  Website:  Laurine will ask Mark to activate the “Donate Now” button now, because fliers and 
the contribution sheet identify the lake website as a place to donate online.  The lake website button 
will take online donors to the MCF website/Belleville fundraising account.  More website changes 
will be launched later, before the Oct 30 broad campaign begins. 
 
4.  Committee Member Donations to the Lake Fund:   

a. Before members appeal to others, committee members will first contribute to the 
campaign.  Contributions can be forwarded to MCF or handed in at the next meeting. 

b. Announcement of BLASER Donation:  Herb explained that Luane and he pledged $50,000, 
along with 14 acres previously donated to the Village, at a value of approximately $28,000.  
This brings the value of the Blaser gift to $78,000.   Members shared appreciation for this 
generous gift and developed plans for Bob/MCF to inform the public through an upcoming 
news release. 

 
5. Next Steps:   

a. Finalize all materials 
b. Committee member make lake fund donations 
c. Volunteer for remaining visits to potential contributors 
d. Questions and final preparations for visits 

 
6.  Next Meeting, Thursday, September 30, 7:00 p.m., Village Hall 
 
Respectfully submitted: Laurine Lusk 


