
Village of Belleville 
Community Economic and Development Committee 

Minutes 
October 11, 2012 

Village Hall 
 

Present:  Mike O’Connor, Rick Francois, Johan Veeneman, Andy Ziehli, Jerry Jansen, 
               Herb Blaser, and Diane O’Connor. 
 
Special Guest:  Darin Burreson 
 
Excused Absence:  Scott Hayes  
 
Absent:  Randi MacLeod, Bonnie Wilcox, and Christine Lade 
 
Meeting called to order by Chair, Judy Bacha at 7:04 AM. 
 
Business owner, Darin Burreson met with the members to relay his experiences and 
observations of opportunities in operating as a grocer in the Village of Belleville.  At the 
present time, Darin is meeting his expectations, but also realizes there is potential for 
increased revenues.  Darin believes there are two hurdles to overcome which is increasing 
traffic to the center whether it is vehicular or pedestrian and the need to differentiate 
himself in the marketplace.  Discussions on filling the empty spots in the complex with 
viable business, as well as, ways to increase traffic to the complex took place. 
 
Rick Francois moved to approve the October 11, 2012 minutes as written.  Andy Ziehli 
seconds the motion. 
 
Andy Ziehli informed the members that a joint meeting of the CDA, Economic 
Development Committee, and the Chamber of Commerce will be scheduled in January of 
2013.  The purpose of this meeting is to determine projects for 2013 completion.  Andy 
has requested each member individually submit three (3) projects for 2013 and submit to 
him by December 1, 2012.  Andy relayed the CDA will have an appraisal done on the 
Landmark property so negotiations can proceed to restore and develop the property.  The 
CDA is looking at new entrance signs for the Village and working with Anna to set up a 
revolving loan fund.  Rick Francois commented on the fact that in the last 30 days 
commercial lending has loosened up.  The discussion then turned to the arts, specifically 
the cultural arts in the community.  Andy believes the arts should be incorporated into the 
economic development of the community. 
 
Herb Blaser moved to adjourn.  Rick Francois seconds the motion. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Bacha, Chair 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


