VILLAGE OF BELLEVILLE WEB SITE LINKING POLICY

This website contains hyperlinks to websites created and maintained by businesses and organizations other than the Village of Belleville. These links are provided for your convenience and reference only. The Village of Belleville does not control, nor are we responsible for the content on these sites.

The Village of Belleville generally limits external links to outside government agencies and other non-commercial organizations actively supported by the Village. On rare occasions the Village may link to private organizations that are in partnership with the Village. These will be decided upon on a case-by-case basis.

The Village will consider links to websites for: 
· Other government entities, including local, state and federal government sites, or sites operated by agencies of any of those entities. 
· Educational institutions operating within the Village. 
· Not-for-profit organizations created, funded or supported by the Village that promote the economic welfare, tourism and industry of the Village. 
· Belleville Chamber of Commerce. 
· Non-partisan websites that promote the participation of residents in government.
· Organizations partnering with the Village to meet the Village's strategic or operational goals.
· Arts, cultural, sports, major festivals and similar organizations of general interest to Belleville citizens. Such links are generally to non-profit organizations.
· Internet mapping services.
· Local and regional broadcast and print media web sites.

Linking sites must meet these criteria: 
· The focus of linking sites must be to educate and inform, rather than persuade or sell. The site may include advertising but must be free from intrusive advertising. The site's owner or sponsor must be easily identified along with contact information, including name, email address and phone number. 
· The site must not promote specific political, religious or other social agendas.
· The information must be significant and timely, and managed in a professional manner (fully operational and available most of the time).

The Village will not link to websites for: 
· Candidates for local, state or federal office. 
· Political organizations, special interest groups or other organizations supporting or seeking to defeat any candidate for elective office, or ballot issue. 
· Individual or personal home pages. 
· Sites that are inappropriate or inconsistent with the Village's goals, or sites which offend common standards of decency and propriety. 

Requests for Links

To request a link on the Village's web site, please send information on your organization to: info@villageofbelleville.com. This information must include:

1. How the site benefits Belleville citizens, businesses or visitors. 
2. The name, address and contact information for your organization. 
3. A description of the goods or services your organization provides.

The Village Webmaster will make the final determination on links to the Village’s web site, working in consultation with Village staff. An appeal to that determination may be filed in writing with the Office of the Village Clerk within 30 days of the determination. Appeals will be decided by the Village Board within 60 days of receipt of the written appeal.

Requests for clarification of this policy should be submitted to the Village Webmaster.

Suggestions for changes to this policy should be submitted to the Village Webmaster.

Linking to Belleville’s Web Site 
Persons wishing to link to the Village web site may contact the Webmaster for permission and linking procedures. Please point to the Village's homepage as internal pages are periodically changed. Do not incorporate any content from this site into your site, or otherwise present our content as your own (e.g., by in-lining or capturing our pages within your frames). You should not to link to individual graphics or tables within our pages, especially in an effort to place the downloading burden on our servers. Such an action may be considered a misuse of Village resources.

